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The following is a statement
by the Assoclation for the
Promotion of the Chinese Cul-
tural Renaissance Movement

' on -Communist China’s _‘anti-
Confucius’ campaign..
The = Chinese = Communists

adopted a new slogan at their
. “10th national congress.” The
- slogan \is: “Dare to go against
. the "tide.” An' ‘“‘anti-Confucius’
- movement soon. followed. The
. posthumous drubbing of the
ancient sage has become in-
creasingly vicious.
slandering Confucius as a run-
ning dog. They . are comparing
Confucian scholarship ‘to - a
mere child’s play. They are
hating the “‘tide” ‘of democracy
and freedor_n as ‘their arch-
enemy. This is paranoia, an act
of ' barbarity heinous as well
as detestable.

Mao: Tse-tung holds Chinese
culture in .contempt. In his
“New :Democracy,” he de-
-scribes ‘it contemptumously - as
a' ‘half-feudal, half-colonial cul-
ture.” He despises Confucius
as a feudalist and tries to.off-.
set the Western culture “of
democragcy w1th proletanan
dictatorship. ‘As a result, his
many- purges, ‘‘cultural revolu-
tion,” -“dare-to—go—against-the-
tide”’ movement and  “anti-
Confucius’’. ‘campaign..were- all
attempts- to stem” the tide of
China's traditional culture and

|
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|
g

- cracy., -
. In the past, however, Mao
Tse- tung believed that China’s
 feudal soclety was' created dur-
_ing the Western Chou Dynasty
~.and continued until’ the middle
years of the Manchu Dynasty.
Now he is convinced that China

was a. serfish. society during’

the Western. Chou Dynasty and
tHat it was during the Era of
Sprmg and ‘Autumn and the
Epoch of Warring: States when
society began to turn feudal-
1st1c

Class struggle

Durmg the  transition, . Mao
Tse-tung -now:  believes, there
occurred ‘a - class struggle be-
tween - the nobles - who ~were
slave-owners ~and ‘the newly-
nsmg big landowners. - Confu-
-cius and his followers, accord-
ing to. Mao Tse-tung’s, line of
reasoning,’ tried to restore ‘the
nobles- to' power, promoted re-
actionism, and ‘opposed unifica-
‘tion. All‘this set the stage for
the incineration .of Confucian

. Mao ‘Tse-tung believes.

They are

" education for all.

© tion.

he :modern culture of ‘demo- .

books and burial alive of Con-
fucianists by order of the First
Emperor of the Chin Dynasty,
How-
ever, his reasoning is self-con-

tradictory. Mao Tse-tung, as a

matter - of fact, is spreading
lies to:distort Chinese history.

Mao Tse-tung’s theory of so-
‘cial transition is based on ‘Karl
Marx’s five-step spcial - evolu~

‘tion law. Marx' developed the

theory from his observation of
Western- society. Yet it cannot
explain many a European his-
torical event. It can never ex-
plain Chinese history. ‘- This

alone shows that Mao Tse-tung

tries to make use of Marxism
to slander Confucius. This alone
is  ample proof that his dog-
‘matism is totally absurd.
Confucius . opposed the sys-

‘tem under which the nobles

enjoyed: -privileges. This is
clearly recorded in history. It
was Confucius who advocated
Everybody
knows -Confucius. started pri-
vate lecturing and -established
the system of popular educa-
As education - was ex-
tended, common men began to
share power with the nobles.
It marked the decline of aristo-
cracy in China. In other
words, Confucius was the man
responsible for the decline ' of
aristocracy. He never was a
representative of the -nobles.
Confucius savs in his ‘“Ana-

leéts - that every  person is
able to promote tap or the
right way of life and has to
consider it his duty to promote
jen or ‘benevolence. . This
shows that Confucius tried to
enhance human  dignity. The

‘sage also taught equality by

saying that human nature is
similar and all the men in the
world are brethren.

He also stressed the impor-
tance of free development of

-personality and character. He

says: ‘‘One has to start from
oneself in the practice of
jen.” Equitable distribution of
wealth was :another major
subject of his teachings.

Slavery

He says: “Don’t worry about
any . scarcity. Worry about un-
equitable distribution.” ' What

he taught—equality, free devel- .
personality - and

opment .of
character ‘and equitable distri-
bution of wealth—was diamet-
rically opposed to slavery.

which knows no human dignity,
respects no right'to own land
and: recognizes no freedom.
How can anybody say the Con-
fucianists tried to protect the
interest of the 'slave-owners?
To be sure, slavery now exists
on the mainland of China. -

The Chinese .
bave ‘deprived the people of
their property and freedom.
The Chinese Commumsts re-
spect no human dignity. It is
the first serfish ‘society in
China’s history. Mao Tse-tung
is' China’s - first and biggest
slave-owner and landowner in
history.

Confucius talked, about Em-
perors Yao and, Shun. He did
so because they were his ideal
rulers. Neither of them tried
‘to establish a dynasty. Con-
fucius praised them in order to
admonish despotic rulers. -

Confucius .says: ‘‘To study
the past is to know the new.”
He cited old examples in order
just -to initiate -a reform.. He
believed, reform. should be car-
ried out as time so warranted.
He” was not a reactionary.

That was why Mencius called

him the ‘‘sage of the times.”

Confucius wrote “‘Spring and
Autumn.”’ He  advocated
China’s unification. He never
opposed unification. © The man
‘who wrecked China's: unity
was Mao Tse-tung, who is now
trying to obstruct' China’s cul-
tural . unification by  enforcing
Marxism-Leninism, its nation-
al ‘unification by dividing the
country ‘and its racial ‘unifica-
tion by stepping up the class
struggle.

‘History tells us that tyranny

soon perishes. The Chin -Dy-
nasty was toppled in no time
because the people rose against.
the First Emperor’s: tyranny.
Mao Tse-tung is more tyran-
nical than the First Emperor
of the Chin Dynasty. He is try-
ing to stem the global tide of
the freedom and democracy.
His downfall, as a result, will
be faster.

Slogan
Lenin and his friend G. V.
Pleghanov edited ‘a book, en-
titled *What Is To Be Done.”
The' book gave Mao Tse-tung

* his slogan. :He: wants all’Chi-

nese  Communist Party mem-
bers to dare to go .against the

Communists
his

- Confucius

Peless «anti-Confucius’ Campalgn denounced
Y ERERE T BR G £t I, ERZ R o

tide. What tide are the'y fry-
ing to 'go against? It should
be the global tide of freedom

and-, " democracy. - However,
everyme -knows that _nobody
can go against this- global tide.
Lenin . knew .this.  That was
why he started’his: New Eco-.
nomic Policy (NEP) to prolong
precarious survival . as
dictator. Mao Tse-tung.cannot -

Dpossibly put an end to the mass

campa.\gn he "set. in motion.
Fmallyhewﬂlbedmwnedm_
‘this surging tide.

Confucianism. goes along. the
global tide. A cultural heritage
is shared by entire mankind.
Sages are respected by all men’
and women. Long before the
West knocked at China’s door,
Confucius was honored through-
out the whole of Asia.. After
they came into contact  with
China, people of the West
honored Confucius Just as the
Chinese respected. the Buddha
and Jesus Christ.

The Chinese - are proud of
Confucius. The ancient sage:

.did nothing" of ‘which a Chinese

may feel ashamed. Why, then,
should Mao Tse-tung - want: to
criticize and denounce Confu-'
cius? ~ One of China’s most
powerful bandit leaders, Li
Tzu-cheng, once seized- Chqiu,.
where - Confucius was born.

However, he did not raid: the
. temple. . Another
powerful bandit leader, Chang
Hsien-chung, paid due respect’
to the Confucian temple. .in
Tzutung, a county in Szechwan-
he once occupied.. The Chinese
Communists ' have committed
sacrilege against the Confucian
Temple in Chufu. They have
destroyed Confucius’ ~ wooden
cenotaph. " They have also dis-
mantled the shrines dedicated
to General Kuan Yu, a sworn
brother of Emperor ‘Chaolieh of.
the Han Dynasty-of the Epoch
of the Three Kingdoms. They
are much worse vandals than
Li Tzu-cheng and Chang Hs1em
chung.

Motives

Of course, there are political
motives behind Mao Tse-tung’s
**anti-Confucius’’ movement. To
keep the people igaorant is one.
Suppression of - opposition s
another. There are many
others. 'Among them are the

© remcval of warlords, seizure
.. of 'power, anti-alienism, per-

secution of scholars and intel-
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