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. hint about the subject.

ANSWER COLUMN
DR it

WHEN WE STUDY FOR A LONG TIME, WE FEEL VERY

TIRED. WHY?

When you study, you probably concentrate very hard
and therefore, become quite mentally. exhausted. You
also probably sit in one spot too long. Try to take
a break every hour, get up, exercise, talk to someone
else, and then go back to studying. It's almost exam
time again, so GOOD LUCK!

COULD YOU TELL ME THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
"REFUSE" AND "DECLINE"? 1 HAVE LEARNED AND
MEMORIZED MANY WORDS THAT HAVE ALMOST THE
SAME MEANING. I CAN'T TELL ONE FROM THE
O%::*R AND HOW TO USE THEM PROPERLY. COULD
YU HELP ME?

"Refuse" and "decline" are close in meaning, but "decline"
sounds more polite in certain situations. For example,
"declined to answer her question" means that you were
not willing to answer, but were polite and gentle in
the way you expressed your unwillingness to answer.
"] refused to answer" sounds as if the question made
you angry or at least displeased. You might have ex-
pressed your displeasure by the way you refused to answer.
As far as distinguishing the usage of two similar voca-
bulary words, the best way is to expose yourself to
an English environment as much as possible. In other
words, you should try to find opportunities to read and
listen to good correct English as much as you can.
This is really the most natural and easiest way to learn
English well.

I HAVE A PROBLEM, WHEN I LEARN ENGLISH FROM
WATCHING TV. SHOULD I READ THE CHINESE WORDS
ON THE SCREEN OR NOT?

I think it is better just to listen to the English. If
you read the characters, you won't concentrate on the
English as much. On the other hand, if you don't
understand the English, it might be better to have a
However, oftentimes, the trans-
lations on the screen are incorrect anyway. So try
covering the words on the bottom of the screen and
after a few weeks, you will find your listening ability
improving.

IF I READ ENGLISH ALOUD EVERYDAY, CAN I IMPROVE
MY SPEAKING ABILITY MUCH?

Yes! - Reading aloud will help you to become more com-
fortable with English sounds and pronunciation, but your
speaking ability will only improve to a point. Eventually,
you will have to figure out how to say things without
thinking. Try having a conversation in English everyday
and when you say something in Chinese, see if you can
figure out how to say it in English. You will find your-
self becoming more and more fluent and much more con-
fident about your English too!

THIS WILL BE THE LAST TIME THE LANGUAGE CENTER
WILL COME OUT WITH THE QUESTION AND ANSWER
COLUMN FOR THIS SEMESTER. WE SINCERELY HOPE
THAT YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING THE COLUMN
AND HAVE LEARNED SOME ENGLISH AT THE SAME
TIME. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AGAIN NEXT  YEAR.
IN THE MEANTIME, IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR
COMMENTS JUST COME ASK AT THE. "QUESTION
AND ANSWER TABLE" IN FRONT OF ROOM #4 ON
THE GROUND FLOOR IN TA TIEN BUILDING (X4Lff).
GOOD LUCK TO ALL OF YOU ON YOUR FINAL EXAMS
AND HAVE A GOOD PROFITABLE SUMMER!
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